
$50,000

What would you do if you were given $50,000?

A greenhouse, a small animal facility, and a school 
store are the three main projects Beth Eggleston 
and Amy Barrett are planning to achieve with the 
$50,000 grant they received.

On August 31, Eggleston and Barrett were noti-
fied by Matt Shastal, the superintendent of Laing-
bsurg Community Schools, that they were eligible 
for a grant.  However, they only had two weeks to 
a p p l y for the grant, which is a short 
t i m e to apply for a grant.  Due to the 
limit- ed amount of time, Barrett and 
Egg- leston spent countless nights 
r e - searching and applying for 

the grant.  They also re-
ceived help from Jennifer 

Strickland, LHS English 
teacher.  Strickland 
has applied for grants 
before, so she helped 
them by reading 
their application and 
checking for spelling 
errors and any other 

errors in their applica-
tion.  
“The objective of the 

grant is t o 
support the 
integra-
tion of 

r e q u i r e d 
M i c h i g a n 
Merit Cur-
riculum into 
elective Career 
and Technical 
Education pro-
grams,” said Bar-
rett.  LHS has three 
different classes 
that allow stu-

dents to earn MMC by taking CTE class. Those 
classes include Marketing, Finance,  and Agri-Sci-
ence.  So, Barrett and Eggleston, the teachers of the 
CTE classes, will be working with other teachers to 
ensure they don’t have gaps between the standards 
a student would learn in the MMC class compared 
to the CTE that also award credit.

“I hope that the grant we 
received helps to give stu-
dents more opportunities 
to use real life applications  
by being able to work hands 
on with plant and animal systems, 
rather than just seeing them in books,” 
said Eggleston.  She plans on using 
the grant in several ways, including 
repairing the greenhouse to com-
plete working order.  This includes 
fixing the gas and the heating and 
cooling, in the greenhouse at the 
high school.  Eggleston also plans to 
build a small animal teaching facil-
ity, where students will be able to work with 
small animals.  The grant is also going to help fund 
teacher professional development for agriculture 
classes, transportation for students to field trips, 
supplies for the greenhouse and animal care sup-
plies.  The grant is also going to buy the curriculum 
for the new Agriculture Biology class and the new 
Veterinarian Science class.  

Eggleston plans to start building the small ani-
mal teaching facility and repairing the greenhouse 
at the end of November and hopes to have both 
projects finished by June. 

“I think the grant is great, because we live in area 
with a major focus on agriculture and being able to 

provide a facility where students can learn 
about agriculture and small animals 

will help students with choosing 
careers,” said Hannah Pearsal 
(14).

T h e money 

from the grant is also going to help the DECA pro-
gram.  It will mostly be put to use in starting a school 
store, which will be run by DECA students. “The 
school store will be a great opportunity for students 
to gain business management experience 

along with working in a store, 
stocking, and other aspects of 
running a small business,” said 
Brandon Derke.  

The store will be opening sec-
ond semester and the money 

will help to convert space for 
a new school store, and 

purchasing inventory 
for the school store 

and merchandis-
ing equipment.  
Along with the 
store, the grant 

will fund the DECA bud-
get, which they will use to pay part of 

their fee for the state and national com-
petitions.
In order to find out what students wanted 

in the school store the DECA program sent out 
a survey to all LHS students.  They survey asked 
what items students wished to see in the school 
store, including items such as school apparel, food, 
and beverages.  Students showed the most interest 
in slushies, coffee, apparel items like sweatshirts, 
sweatpants, and t-shirts, and fruit.  

“I am really excited about the grant, because it 
allows us to finally get a school store going, “ said 
Ashley Hendley (14), a DECA member.  Last year at 
DECA states, the DECA team suggested that LHS 
should have a school store. Barrett tried to start one 
started a few years ago, but it never worked.  So, 
thanks to the money the DECA program is able to 
start a school store, for students.

“We ultimately hope to see growth in CTE class-
es and DECA and FFA membership, along with a 
greater awareness of the CTE course offerings pro-
vided to LHS students,” said Barrett.  She believes 
that CTE classes allow to students to explore career 
and options or take classes in career fields that in-
terest them.  CTE classes also provide scholarships, 
articulated college credit, field trip and travel op-

portunities, and other extended 
learning activities to students.  “It 
is a win-win for LHS students and 
the CTE programs that students 

gain MMC credit,” said Barrett.
Eggleston has started to 

change the ideas of science 
classes, such as Biology by 
making it more hands on.  
She gave students the op-
portunity to work hands 
on with chickens and 
bunnies, in her freshman 
Biology class.  “Working 
with chickens was a fun 
and different experience. 
It was a great opportunity 
to see the chickens grow 
from one day old to five 
weeks old, and having to 
go out to the barn to feed, 

water, and basically raise 
the chickens was also a great 
learning experience,” said Ol-
ivia Zamora (17), who is in Egg-
leston’s biology class.  

Eggleston’s veterinary sci-
ence class has also been 
working with the animals, by 
learning how to take care of an-
imals, and are earning a visual 
performing credit by learning 

how to groom animals.  “I think 
the grant will provide good op-
portunity for all students,” said 

Pearsal.  
“My goal is for students to be able to receive 

MMC, Michigan Merit Curriculum, credit towards 
graduation while building the CTE, Career and 
Technical Education program, and giving students 
the options to earn credits by taking new electives, 
and I’m hoping that the grant provides this oppor-
tunity for students,” said Eggleston. 

Eggleston and Barrett receive grant for 

“I would go to Disney 
World, buy a car, buy a 
new trumpet, and save 

the rest for college,” said 
Drew Barnhart (16). “I would buy a lot of 

clothes and shoes.  Also, 
I would pay for college 
and help my parents,” 

said Emily Lancour 
(15).

“I would put the money into 
the bank, becuase I am going 

to school for pre-med, and 
the extra money in the bank 

would be helpful,” said 
Michael Schauer (14).

1. Beth Eggleston, the FFA advisor and science 
teacher. Photo by Hanna Angst. 2. Amy Barrett, 
the DECA advisor and accounting teacher.  Photo 
by Hanna Angst.  
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